Cornelia Masso
December 24, 1926 - April 3, 2021

Weslaco - Cornelia N. Masso, 94, of Weslaco, TX, went to be with our Lord on Saturday,
April 3, 2021, surrounded by family and caregivers following a hard fought and lengthy
illness. Cornelia was born in Brownsville, TX, on December 24, 1926, to Arthur (Bud) and
Lucille (Lightbourne) Newton. She was preceded in death by her husband of 54 years
Julian C. Masso, her parents, her two sisters, Betty Givens (John) and Mellie Newton of
Brownsville, her one brother, Sonny Newton of Atlanta, Georgia, and a daughter Charlene
Meade (Gary) of Harlingen.
She is survived by her two sons Arthur Masso (Rosie) of Harlingen, Marty Masso (Beth) of
Weslaco, and her three daughters Lucy Murphy (Tom) of Weslaco, Dolly Robertson
(Lance) of Corpus Christi, and Melissa Swanson (Robert) of Houston. Also remaining to
celebrate with unbounded memories are numerous nieces and nephews and her thirteen
grandchildren, nineteen great grandchildren, and five great great grandchildren. All eight
of her grandsons will serve as pallbearers. Gary Don Meade of Spring, Scott Meade of
Harlingen, A.J. Masso of Harlingen, Seth Murphy of Sugar Land, Jake Masso of Dallas,
Chad Masso of Dripping Springs will serve as pallbearers. Damon Murphy and Jason
Murphy of Flower Mound will serve as honorary pallbearers.
Cornelia was a friend and acquaintance of hundreds of close individuals in both the Rio
Grande Valley and West Texas (Lubbock and Plainview) where she resided for many
years. In 1975 she and her husband, Julian, came to Weslaco, opened and managed the
Boots n Jeans Western Wear shop at the Palm Plaza Shopping Center. Upon arriving in
Weslaco, she and Julian became immediate members of the St Pius X Catholic Church
and remained members throughout their lives. She and Julian served on many
committees and served as ushers for many years. She was also a member of the St.
Michael's Cenacle. Cornelia was devoted to her faith and anyone who knew her through
conversation and/or visitation in her home can attest to her dedication to her Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ. Her children and the rest of the family have grown up aware of that
dedication and are thankful for her guidance and leadership in their spiritual as well as
secular lives. A great cook, she was also known for her lavish meal presentation of

various cuisines from throughout the world on those special occasions when her home
would be burst full of family and friends invited for some festive event. She loved to
entertain. Her family and friends meant everything to her.
Cornelia and Julian were world travelers and enjoyed every minute of their adventures.
She ventured to Australia and New Zealand, made two trips to the African continent,
visited relatives in South America, sailed the Panama Canal, could be spotted in Canada
both in the eastern and western provinces, and because of her enjoyment with cruising
she frequented most of the ports of Europe and the other inland countries on that
continent including England, Switzerland, Austria, and others.. Alaska, Hawaii, New
England and most of the U.S. major cities were on her list of places visited as well.
Perhaps her most favorite was her Holy Land visit which served to inspire her further with
her love and devotion to her faith. She lived a full and complete life, gathering many
memories and friends along the way. She is going to be dearly missed.
The family wishes to thank Calidad Home Health Care of La Feria for their dedication and
professional medical oversight to Cornelia's long-term care. We wish to give very special
thanks also for the blessings that were provided by Cornelia's private in home 24/7
caregivers including: Sindy Pichal, Irma Espinoza, Queta Lerma, Mari Perez, Maria Lopez,
Anita Alvarez, Sylvia Ocanas her hairdresser, Olga Gonzalez her CNA, and Olivia Closner
her nurse. The work each of you performed and the constant love and concern you
showed to our mother's care will always be remembered and appreciated. Three special
Men of God must also be praised for their work and counsel throughout both Cornelia's life
and recent illness Msgr. Louis Brum, Father Pat Seitz, and Father Luis F. Sanchez were
especially important in their love and spiritual companionship for her. Thank you everyone
for all the kindnesses you showed our mother and family during her illness and throughout
the years.
Due to the ongoing COVID-19 virus the family is having a private ceremony for immediate
family members only. There will be a live stream Rosary on Wednesday, April 7th at 7:00
p.m. https://youtu.be/cPlmqEcpV_w, as well as a live stream funeral mass on Thursday,
April 8th, at 2:00 p.m, https://www.facebook.com/mccalebfuneralhome/. Both events will
be conducted by the McCaleb Funeral Home in Weslaco, TX for individuals wishing to be
a part of our celebration of Cornelia's life. You may sign the online guestbook, light a
remembrance candle, or send words of comfort to the family at https://www.mccalebfunera
lhome.com/obituaries/Cornelia-Masso/. Funeral arrangements have been entrusted to the
care of the McCaleb Funeral Home at 900 West Fourth, Weslaco, TX 78596.

Previous Events
Livestream Holy Rosary (In Person Services Private)
APR 7. 7:00 PM.
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC42nr8nzdFUVXi4F4F5U_oA

Livestream Mass and Burial
APR 8. 2:00 PM.
https://www.facebook.com/mccalebfuneralhome/

Tribute Wall
McCaleb Funeral Home & Sacred Park Cemetery created a Tribute Video in
memory of Cornelia Masso

McCaleb Funeral Home & Sacred Park Cemetery - April 07, 2021 at 06:38 PM

PH

My Deepest Condolences to the the Masso family. Your
Mother was a Lovely Lady, always with a smile. May she
Rest in Eternal Peace. God Bless all of you.

Paula Hinners - April 12, 2021 at 04:50 PM

BH

Our condolences to the entire Masso family on the passing of Tia Cornelia, as we
knew her growing up. She was my dad's (Oscar Hinojosa's 2nd cousin) May she
rest in peace. From my mom Adelita Hinojosa and myself, Blanca Hinojosa.
Blanca Hinojosa - April 12, 2021 at 01:39 AM

ML

My deepest condolences to the Masso Family. I remember your Mother, and I
share your grief.
Thinking of you all in this time of sorrow.
Marlou Levine (Mrs. Al Levine)
Marlou Levine - April 09, 2021 at 06:39 PM

JM

My Aunt Cornelia was like a second mother to me and my siblings. As a wee lad,
we all lived in one building. One family above. One family below. I remember my
mom and Aunt Cornelia standing in the stair well, on different floors, passing the
time away, chatting . . . perhaps a little gossip was shared. Regardless, we loved
our Aunt Cornelia because she was always cheerful, kind, supportive, and full of
God's grace. And so this is how I will remember my Aunt Cornelia, for she never
changed. She remained the loving mother to her own children and grandchildren,
as well as those of us who always called her our second mother.
My deepest sympathies to each member of my Aunt Cornelia's immediate family.
Joe A. Masso
Joe A. Masso - April 09, 2021 at 03:53 PM

AS

My sincere condolences to the entire Masso family. Mrs. Masso was a lovely and
elegant lady, always cordial to everyone. May she rest in glory and in God’s arms.
My thoughts and prayers are with all who loved her.
Anna Smith - April 08, 2021 at 01:15 PM

RM

We were so sad to hear about Aunt Cornelia’s passing but rejoicing that she is
now in the arms of her Savior and reunited with her loved ones. What a sweet
reunion that much have been! Our thoughts and prayers are with the whole
family.
Mike and Robyn Masso & family
Robyn Masso - April 08, 2021 at 10:28 AM



Simply Lily was purchased for the family of Cornelia Masso.

April 08, 2021 at 09:54 AM

JD

Beautiful tribute to a beautiful lady! You will forever be in my heart!
Julie Scott DeLeon - April 07, 2021 at 07:51 PM

SW

My thoughts and pray are with all of the Masso family. Cornelia was a fine lady
loved by so many! I pray you find strength and peace knowing she is with her
Heavenly Father and no longer feeling any pain. May God bless all of you!
Susan Walton - April 07, 2021 at 06:36 PM

DB

My sincere condolences for your loss Marty
Dan Barroso - April 08, 2021 at 05:44 AM



Pink Mixed Fireside Basket was purchased for the family of
Cornelia Masso.

April 07, 2021 at 03:28 PM

RN

Thoughts and prayers to the family of Cornelia Masso.
Roman Nieto - April 06, 2021 at 10:36 PM



Plants-A-Plenty was purchased for the family of Cornelia
Masso.

April 06, 2021 at 07:00 PM

DW

It’s difficult to foresee the reach of one’s life until the moment comes when their
life is over. Grandma Masso, which is how I knew her, was a grand lady, and
matriarch to an amazingly productive and successful family. That fact alone
speaks volumes about the quality of her person and life. I’m fortunate to have a
daughter who married into what I’ll call, the “Masso Clan” which has turned out to
be a wonderful stroke of luck for me and my family. Grandma Masso was always
present and helped elevate any plain or typical event into a very special one. I am
thankful my family all got to know her and I know we will all miss her.
Blessings to her memory and to all of her family and friends.
David Walton
Houston, Texas
David Walton - April 06, 2021 at 06:08 PM



Bountiful European Dish Garden was purchased for the family
of Cornelia Masso.

April 06, 2021 at 04:13 PM

DK

My deepest condolences to you Lucy and family, on the passing of your mom.
Know she will always live in your heart.
David Keithley - April 06, 2021 at 04:04 PM

LG

Lane and Beverly Gilday purchased the Floor Plant for
Sympathy for the family of Cornelia Masso.

Lane and Beverly Gilday - April 06, 2021 at 03:04 PM



Shades of Purple was purchased for the family of Cornelia
Masso.

April 06, 2021 at 02:47 PM

MA

Dear Family of our Beloved Cornelia Masso, we are profoundly saddened to learn
of Aunt Cornelia's passing. She was a woman of courage, grace and dignity. And
she never stopped fighting the good fight! May our Heavenly Father ease your
grief and leave only the cherished memories of her loving ways. And may the
Angels lead her into Paradise. Love Mary & Larry Ackels and Family.
Mary & Larry Ackels - April 06, 2021 at 02:29 PM



White Standing Spray was purchased for the family of Cornelia
Masso.

April 06, 2021 at 01:29 PM

BF

Bobby Williams and the United Tool Family purchased the
White Sympathy Standing Baskets for the family of Cornelia
Masso.

Bobby Williams and the United Tool Family - April 06, 2021 at 12:59 PM



Peace, Prayers & Blessings - Pink and White was purchased
for the family of Cornelia Masso.

April 06, 2021 at 12:26 PM



Lavender & White Sympathy Standing Basket was purchased
for the family of Cornelia Masso.

April 06, 2021 at 10:54 AM

AM

Alex & Chris Martinez lit a candle in memory of Cornelia
Masso

Alex & Chris Martinez - April 06, 2021 at 10:31 AM

DR

So sorry for your loss. She was always kind and gracious when I visited her at
events and parties.
Debby Rektorik - April 06, 2021 at 02:31 AM

LP

Dear Masso Family, there's another Angel looking over us. I can remember when
we were little and had Boca Chica Beach time with everyone together. Those
times were AMAZING, and of course many other times together. Aunt Nina was
always so Classy and had cute little remarks that would put smiles on our faces.
You will be missed. Love, Lisa.
Lisa Peters - April 05, 2021 at 11:57 PM

JD

Mom Masso will forever hold a special place in my heart!
Mr and Mrs Masso brought me into their family one Sunday,
before Thanksgiving almost 30 years ago, since my family
was a thousand miles away! Memories Last Forever! May
You Be at Peace!

Julie Scott DeLeon - April 05, 2021 at 11:43 PM

NA

Mrs. Masso was truly an inspiration to many with the love she had for our
Precious Lord! A beautiful smile that radiated the room! Our deepest condolences
to the Masso family, from Tony & Nilda & family! May her beautiful soul RIP
Nilda Alvarez - April 05, 2021 at 10:55 PM

JO

She was such a beautiful women. Our deepest condolences to the Masso family.
You are in our prayers. May she Rest In Peace.
Julie Ortiz - April 05, 2021 at 10:46 PM

CM

Charlie and Debra Marina purchased the White (Large)
Sympathy Vase Arrangement for the family of Cornelia Masso.

Charlie and Debra Marina - April 05, 2021 at 10:43 PM

JV

Our deepest condolences to the entire Masso family. You all are in our thoughts
and prayers.
Joe and Ilda Vasquez
Joe Vasquez - April 05, 2021 at 09:13 PM

SV

Such a beautiful lady... my thoughts and prayers are with the entire Masso family.
Sandy Vasquez
Sandy Vasquez - April 05, 2021 at 09:11 PM

NR

My condolences to the entire Masso family ... I only have fond memories of both
of your parents - 2 of the most generous people I had the pleasure of knowing,
working for ... they are rejoicing in heaven and I thank God for them!
Nancy Cano Reyes - April 05, 2021 at 08:45 PM

BD

Marty and Beth, I send my sincere sympathy. I remember
your Mother in church, in the good days and the not so
good days. She always had a smile. It was always good to
see her. She was a Special Lady. Blessings on all her
family. Barb Diedrich

Barbara Diedrich - April 05, 2021 at 08:30 PM

GW

We will be praying for Cornelia’s soul at daily mass! She and Jillian were very
special on the Social Committee which we were a part of at St. Pius. Her parties
were memorable! She always had a kind word to say whenever we saw her! We
will miss her and are praying for her and her family!
Gengie and Bob Wiedenfeld - April 05, 2021 at 08:23 PM

MS

My deepest condolences to the Masso family.
Michael De Los Santos
Michael De Los Santos - April 06, 2021 at 09:07 PM

DM

Dear Family of Cornelia, Our thoughts and prayers are with each of you. Aunt Cornelia
was an amazing Godly woman and touched the lives of so many around her. We will
always remember her sweet and kind ways and welcoming all into her home. May you
have peace knowing she is in the hands of our Heavenly Father.
Our love,
Charlie and Debra Marina
Debra Marina - April 07, 2021 at 03:17 PM

IN

Our condolences and prayers to the Masso family. May she RIP!
isidoro Nieto - April 05, 2021 at 08:18 PM

BS

Prayers for you and your family, Lucy, in the loss of your mother. - Belinda
Howard Smith (former classmate)
Belinda Howard Smith - April 05, 2021 at 08:16 PM

RR

May she rest in Joy. She was a beautiful person. My love and deepest sympathy
to the entire Masso family. Much love to Dolly.
Ruben J. Rocha - April 05, 2021 at 07:46 PM



Floor Plant for Sympathy was purchased for the family of
Cornelia Masso.

April 05, 2021 at 07:43 PM



Eternal Paradise was purchased for the family of Cornelia
Masso.

April 05, 2021 at 06:15 PM

RB

Roger and Becky Van Burkleo send condolences all of The Masso family. We will
always remember her smile and gracious hospitality while serving her customers.
May your hearts be comforted and your memories be many with all the love she
gave you as a priceless legacy.
Roger & Becky Van Burkleo - April 05, 2021 at 06:08 PM



Pink & White Sympathy Floor Basket was purchased for the
family of Cornelia Masso.

April 05, 2021 at 05:09 PM

JF

Joy, Kevin, Selina, Mike, Mark and families purchased the
White Standing Cross With White Rose Break for the family of
Cornelia Masso.

Joy, Kevin, Selina, Mike, Mark and families - April 05, 2021 at 03:46 PM

SF

We Pray for Cornelia and her family in the name of Jesus
give them comfort in thier time of sorrow.

Sam G. Farhat - April 05, 2021 at 02:58 PM



Pink Sympathy Standing Spray was purchased for the family of
Cornelia Masso.

April 05, 2021 at 02:55 PM

FF

Fred Farhat purchased the Lavender & White Sympathy
Standing Basket for the family of Cornelia Masso.

Fred Farhat - April 05, 2021 at 01:29 PM

BR

We will remember Mrs. Masso as a faithful & gracious lady. She always had a line
of people approach her after church because she had a kind word & a smile for
everyone. Our sincere condolences to her family for their loss. She was so loved
by everyone who knew her. Bob & Minerva Reese
Bob & Minerva Reese - April 05, 2021 at 02:28 AM

PS

My condolences to all the Masso family. Cornelia was such a beautiful lady, inside and
out. And so kind. May her soul rest in eternal joy and peace. May all the Masso family
be comforted in their sorrow.
Paula Sauceda - April 06, 2021 at 12:36 AM

