Humberto Saenz
May 30, 1944 - December 27, 2021

On Monday, December 27, 2021, Humberto Saenz, beloved husband, father, and
grandfather passed away peacefully at the age of 77 after a prolonged battle with a form
of ALS. Humberto was born on May 30, 1944, in Mission, Texas, the son of Gabriel and
Vivia Saenz. Although a very proud Mission Eagle, he lived almost his entire adult life in
Weslaco, Texas with his wife of 53 years, Gloria, where they raised their three children.
His career with the Weslaco Independent School District spanned more than 38 years
where he served as a teacher, vocational counselor, assistant principal, and principal. His
vocation was also his advocation as education was always a priority. He received his
bachelor's degree from Pan American College and received two master's degrees from
Texas Tech and UT-Pan American respectively. Among his many accomplishments in
education, he became one of the first persons to be certified as a bilingual educator in the
state of Texas, a certification he received from the University of Texas at Austin. As a
school principal, he received many awards and accolades including recognition from
President Bush at a ceremony at the White House, and was especially proud to have
served as president of the Rio Grande Valley Principals Association.
Away from work, Humberto was an avid tennis player, and never missed an opportunity for
a pick-up basketball game. What he lacked in natural athletic ability he made up for with
hustle, determination, and competitive spirit. He taught his children the games he loved
and coached them in every sport they played. He was also a proud dance dad/grandad,
who never missed a recital.
Those that knew him well, knew that he had two great loves - his wife, Gloria, and his
Dallas Cowboys, and not always in that order. He was a loyal and true Cowboys fan, win
or lose. He passed on his passion for the Cowboys to his children and grandchildren alike.
No matter the situation or company, his humor was infectious. For his friends, he could
always be counted on for the perfect joke. For his grandchildren, he could always bring a
smile to their faces and make them laugh by being the goofy grandpa.

In his final days, it was his grandchildren that brought him joy and peace. Although days
were difficult, seeing their photos and recalling each special moment spent with them
made his heart happy.
Humberto was preceded in death by his father, Gabriel, his mother, Vivia, and his brother,
Gabriel. He is survived by his wife Gloria, his children Humberto Jr. (Carmen), Jaime
(Laura), and Selina (Javier), as well as his five grandchildren, Daniel, Gabriela, Alejandro,
Joshua, and Olivia. He is also survived by two sisters, two brothers and many nieces and
nephews.
Visitation will be held from 2 pm - 9 pm at McCaleb Funeral Home in Weslaco on
Wednesday, December 29th, with a rosary at 7 pm on Wednesday evening. A funeral
mass will be held at 10 am on Thursday, December 30th at St. Pius X Catholic Church in
Weslaco, officiated by Fr. Luis Sanchez. Burial will follow at Highland Memorial Park.

Events
DEC
29

Visitation

02:00PM - 09:00PM

McCaleb Funeral Home
900 West 4th Street, Weslaco, TX, US, 78596

DEC
29

Rosary

07:00PM

McCaleb Funeral Home
900 West 4th Street, Weslaco, TX, US, 78596

DEC
30

Funeral Mass

10:00AM

St. Pius X Catholic Church
600 S Oklahoma Ave, Weslaco, TX, US, 78596

DEC
30

Interment

11:00AM

Highland Memorial Park
6705 Farm to Market 88, Weslaco, TX, US, 78596

Comments

“

My sincerest condolences to Mrs. Saenz and her family during this trying time. I’m so
very sorry to hear about your loss. Sending prayers and sympathy your way.

Lisa Walensky - December 31, 2021 at 01:45 AM

“

"Sending You an Angel" Statue to Express Sympathy for Funeral Or Memorial was
purchased for the family of Humberto Saenz.

December 30, 2021 at 04:31 PM

“

Our heartfelt condolences to Gloria and the rest of the Saenz family. We remember
Mr. Saenz fondly and will have the entire family in our prayers. May he Rest in God's
eternal peace.

Joseph and Diana Hicks - December 30, 2021 at 01:12 PM

“

Our condolences from the Ramos and Cavazos family I loved my Uncle he was
always happy and funny

Corina Ramos - December 30, 2021 at 12:03 PM

“

Our condolences and prayers for all of the Saenz family. May Mr Saenz Rest In
Peace
.

Isidoro Nieto - December 30, 2021 at 11:13 AM

“

From Javier Leal and XO Family purchased the Sincerest Sorrow - Blue and White
for the family of Humberto Saenz.

From Javier Leal and XO Family - December 30, 2021 at 10:56 AM

“

Humberto, Im so happy that we were lucky to be part of your family. When daddy
died, you became Grandpa Saenz to the Martinez grandchildren, Nicholas loved you
so. Im so grateful for the love you showed my Nicholas. I loved your humor and
laughter. Thanks for the memories. Cindy Martinez

Cindy Martinez - December 30, 2021 at 09:54 AM

“

Tati Hernandez and family.
Our sincerest condolences in the loss of your beloved family member. Our thoughts
and prayers are with Gloria and all the Humberto Saenz family. RIP Mr. Humberto
Saenz

Tati Hernandez - December 29, 2021 at 10:02 PM

“

In 1986 Mr. Saenz took a chance on me and hired me as a kindergarten teacher at
Louise Black Kindergarten. The rest is history. He was one of two best principals in
Weslaco ISD that I got to work with in my 31 year career. He treated all his staff with
respect and fairness. We attended the same church and I remember when my
daughter was a baby he told me,”Mrs. Handy, why do you go upstairs to the cry room
with your baby if she doesn’t even cry? Stay down here with her.” So I did. I sat close
to the door just in case she did cry I could sneak out but she never did.
Rest In Eternal Peace, Mr. Saenz.
🦋

Sanjuanita López Handy - December 29, 2021 at 09:39 PM

“

I am so sorry to hear that Humberto Saenz has died. He was my first principal. I was
hired at Stephen F. Austin E.C.C. in August of 1996. He seemed larger than life to
me. He had a gruff voice and an excellent sense of humor. I have so many wonderful
memories of Mr. Saenz.
He took a chance on a northern woman from New York City who was a part of the
educational program called Teach for America. I learned that the H in Spanish is
silent after pronouncing his name wrong many times. He would be so patient with me
as I learned the ins and outs of teaching 4 years old. He was always encouraging
and spoiling me with agreeing to whatever I suggested or wanting to implement. I
dont think I ever heard the word no from him.
When I decided to leave Weslaco and return to the north, he brought the
superintendent to my portable classroom to thank me for my years of teaching and
wish me luck with my new endeavors. That was such a great moment.
I had many great moments as a teacher at SFA. I look back on those times with
tremendous happiness. I owe many of those moments to Mr. Saenz.
Thank you so much Mr. Saenz for believing in me and trusting me to grow as an
educator. If it wasnt for you, I would have never gotten to teach and meet so many
dynamite people. Mr. Saenz, you will be missed!

Lesley Mullins Balta - December 29, 2021 at 08:47 PM

“

There will never be another Mr. Saenz. He was the best!
Sanjuanita López Handy - December 29, 2021 at 09:45 PM

“

Lesley Mullins Balta purchased tje Serene Green
family of Humberto Saenz.

Bouquet For Sympathy for the

Lesley Mullins Balta - December 29, 2021 at 08:25 PM

“

I grew up with Humberto Jr and always had such respect for Mr. and Mrs. Saenz.
They were always present at church and pillars of our community. Mr. Saenz will be
greatly missed. My prayers of comfort are with the family during this sad time. I wish I
could be there in person.

Melissa Swanson - December 29, 2021 at 03:41 PM

“

Thoughts and prayers to the family of Mr. Humberto Saenz. We will always
appreciate his commitment and dedication to Weslaco ISD.

Roman and Hortencia Nieto - December 29, 2021 at 01:03 AM

“

Dearest Gloria and Family,
We send our deepest sympathy regarding the loss of your husband, father and
grandpa!
He was my very first principal ever! He had such a welcome heart for us northerners!
Knowing I was from Kansas, he helped me find our first apartment, which happened
to be right across the street from your home! I appreciated your guardian care over
me until I flew back to Kansas to get married and bring Richard back! What a
blessing your family was to us!
Mr. Saenz was such an awesome inspirational educator with a love for children like
no other! We know you will miss him dearly! God bless you all!
Deanna & Richard Quigley
Kindergarten Teacher at Louise Black - 1985-1987

Deanna - December 28, 2021 at 09:08 PM

“

Mr and Mrs Saenz were my neighbors for many many years. He was always with a
smile and helping hand. Everyone loved him. He had such a wonderful and positive
spirit. He will be dearly missed.

Karen Garcia - December 28, 2021 at 07:07 PM

“

Blue & White Sympathy Standing Basket was purchased for the family of Humberto
Saenz.

December 28, 2021 at 06:04 PM

“

Lesley Mullins Balta lit a candle in memory of Humberto Saenz

Lesley Mullins Balta - December 28, 2021 at 06:01 PM

“

My condolences to the family especially Mrs Saenz. I got to witness the love and
dedication that she had for him. May he Rest In Peace. May god grant the family
strength and comfort.
Elizabeth Gonzalez

Elizabeth Gonzalez - December 28, 2021 at 05:00 PM

“

Our hearts are broken for the Saenz families!
Humberto was beloved by all who knew him! He was a wonderful friend to all and he
never met a stranger!
He was a great educator that was highly respected! He will be dearly missed by
everyone! Our prayers and thoughts are with the family and Humberto will forever be
in our hearts!
Tom and Lucy Murphy and Family

Tom and Lucy Murphy - December 28, 2021 at 04:53 PM

“

Tom And Lucy Murphy lit a candle in memory of Humberto Saenz

Tom and Lucy Murphy - December 28, 2021 at 04:39 PM

“

Tom And Lucy Murphy lit a candle in memory of Humberto Saenz

Tom and Lucy Murphy - December 28, 2021 at 04:36 PM

“

Blue & White Sympathy Standing Basket was purchased for the family of Humberto
Saenz.

December 28, 2021 at 03:47 PM

“

From Jake & Helen Cortez purchased the Dish Garden with Fresh Cut Flowers for
the family of Humberto Saenz.

From Jake & Helen Cortez - December 28, 2021 at 02:00 PM

“

Anna,Ron,Esmer,Mel,Edith,Sally,Sandra,TJ purchased the Multicolor Bright
Sympathy Standing Spray for the family of Humberto Saenz.

Anna,Ron,Esmer,Mel,Edith,Sally,Sandra,TJ - December 28, 2021 at 01:24 PM

“

Healing Tears - Blue and White was purchased for the family of Humberto Saenz.

December 28, 2021 at 12:34 PM

“

Paula D. Sauceda purchased the Cherished Memories - All White for the family of
Humberto Saenz.

Paula D. Sauceda - December 28, 2021 at 12:21 PM

“

Brook and Patti Bradley purchased the Blue & White Sympathy Floor Basket for the
family of Humberto Saenz.

Brook and Patti Bradley - December 28, 2021 at 11:58 AM

“

I had the privilege of being a teacher at Louise Black when Mr. Saenz was the
principal. He was a wonderful principal who cared for the students, their parents, and
his staff. I will remember him with warm memories. My deepest sympathy and
prayers for his family.

Myrna Olivarez - December 28, 2021 at 11:50 AM

“

Blue & White Sympathy Standing Spray was purchased for the family of Humberto
Saenz.

December 28, 2021 at 11:49 AM

“

Mr. Saenz was the BEST boss ever! I'm sure all the staff from S.F.A. would agree we
me. He had 3 loves, his wife, his kids and the Dallas Cowboys. He allowed us to
have a Cowdays day, where we celebrated their win, so much fun. I will never forget
you Mr. Saenz! Prayers and heartfelt condolences to the family.

Elvira - December 28, 2021 at 11:38 AM

“

CHRIS MARTINEZ lit a candle in memory of Humberto Saenz

CHRIS MARTINEZ - December 28, 2021 at 11:27 AM

“

I had the privilege of being a teacher at Louise Black when Mr. Saenz was the principal. He
was a wonderful principal who cared for the students, their parents, and his staff. I will
remember him with warm memories. My deepest sympathy and prayers for his family.
MyrnaOlivarez - December 28, 2021 at 11:47 AM

“

I'm very sorry to hear this news. Mr. Saenz was genuinely a nice man. He ALWAYS
had an encouraging word for Jaime and the rest of the basketball team, despite our
struggles on the court.
Thankfully, his kind spirit and quiet determination was passed down to his two sons.
He clearly was a caring father to them, and helped shaped their personalities.
I pray that the family's grief can be eased through this difficult time, treasure his
memories, and continue to walk by his loving example.
Chris Williams

Chris Williams - December 28, 2021 at 11:06 AM

“

Blue & White Sympathy Floor Basket was purchased for the family of Humberto
Saenz.

December 28, 2021 at 11:01 AM

