Perry Gonzalez
June 23, 2020

Weslaco- Benedict Perry Gonzalez, 57, passed away suddenly on June 23, 2020, at
Knapp Medical Center. Perry was born on May 14th, Mother's Day, in 1963 to Benito and
Alma Gonzalez in Fort Worth, Texas.
He spent much of his childhood in Arlington, Texas, playing outdoors with the Buffalo
Street Gang, while attending C.C. Duff Elementary and playing baseball with his brothers
Mark and Michael for the Angels. Perry’s adventurous nature could be found in his love of
fool, such as making ketchup, mustard, mayonnaise, and barbeque sauce bologna
sandwiches with his best friend, little Mark Minnick.
Perry spent many Sunday afternoons playing with his Gonzalez cousins in his
grandfather's garden in Fort Worth. Over the years, Perry spent many Christmas's with the
Gonzalez family waiting for Santa to show up. Easter tradition was with the other side of
the Gonzales family in Corpus Christi spending time with his Gonzales cousins in Corpus
Christi when the family visited.
The family moved to Amarillo, where Perry attended Bonham Junior High and made more
lifelong friendships. It was after the family moved to Edinburg in 1976 that Perry found his
life-long friends and love of the Valley culture. He graduated from Edinburg High school
with the Class of 1981. While in high school, Perry loved riding bulls and raising his pig,
Godfrey for the Rio Grande Valley Rodeo and Stock show. Perry also attended Pan
American University and spent the rest of his life in the Rio Grande Valley, settling in
Weslaco as a young adult.
Perry began a career as an Environmental Hazardous Waste Expert. At Valley Baptist
Hospital. He was passionate about the environment and climate change, and this passion
contributed to his success. Perry was sought after by many as an expert in his field. He
loved taking care of the environment and valuing its beauty. Perry led a crew cleaning up
after Katrina and picking up debris from the Space Shuttle Columbia. He trained hundreds
of First Responders on Haz-Mat Safety and was well respected by all he taught. Perry

also enjoyed keeping beehives with his father and volunteering with different organizations
to educate the public on responding to disasters.
Working to save and improve the environment fulfilled his career goals, but his spiritual life
was the place Perry found the most joy. His deep love for God, the Catholic faith, and
praying the rosary led to his dedication to serving as a 4th Degree Knight within the
Knights of Columbus at St. Pius X Catholic Church. He always had his rosary and could
be found at every Knights of Columbus event. Perry died with his rosary by his side.
Of course, if you spent any time with Perry, you knew of his love for cooking and baking
for family and friends. He never stopped trying new recipes, never. Some of Perry's
favorite foods were Big Red, Frito Chili Pie, and a nice T-Bone Steak. He loved to
entertain, especially when there was good football game on television, which meant the
Texans were playing - Perry was a die-hard Texans fan.
Perry loved woodworking – building or reupholstering furniture, or creating a piece of art.
Perry's Harley Davidson was his pride and joy, and he loved to go on a long ride and enjoy
the beauty of God's perfect landscaping. Riding through the Texas Hill Country was also
another opportunity to hang with his friends, and there was never a shortage of friends.
Perry had friends all over the state.
Perry was a big fierce teddy bear and loved by many. He was always willing to help others
in need and was on call for his friends and family 24/7. If the phone rang, Perry was out
the door, a trait that was called upon often and much appreciated. Perry was everyone’s
Best Friend.
His family, especially his Girlie, Marbrisa, brought him great joy, happiness, and love.
Perry was a dedicated Uncle to Douglas, Tyler, Mark, Amanda, and Julia. He was thrilled
each time he became a Great-Uncle. Perry simply loves children and his family. He spent
a lot of time encouraging his cousin’s and friend’s kids to do well in school and cheered
every success.
Perry is preceded in death by his father, Benito Gonzalez, grandparents, Guadalupe and
Macaria Gonzalez, and Manual T. and Brigida Gonzales.
He is survived by his mom, Alma Gonzalez, Girlie/Marbrisa, brothers, Mark Gonzalez,
Michael Gonzalez (Marten Evertz), and his Sis/Cindy Gonzalez.
Perry would encourage folks who believe in prayer, especially the Rosary, to continue to

pray for our nation, State, communities, his family, and friends…and after a bit he would
ask for prayers for himself. He always thought of himself last…Perry was a true servant to
all. He will be forever missed.
A celebration of life will be held at a later date.
.

To make a contribution, [please click
here]https://portal.icheckgateway.com/McCalebFuneralHome/Default.aspx

Comments

“

Perry was such a loving an caring man. I loved him so much . The first day I met him
was in the front seat of the brown station wagon and felt butterflies immediately . We
spent all of high school together and then some living together . We wanted to spend
the rest of our lives together . Crap got in the way of that. Every time I talked to him I
still had the same butterflies . I will always love and miss knowing you are here.

Tracey Taylor-Morris - July 11, 2020 at 01:27 AM

“

One of the things that I always looked forward to was talking to my ole friend Perry. A
44 year old friendship full of adventures and very cool memories that I will always
cherish. Rest In Peace. You will always be loved and remembered. Prayers to you,
your entire family and Perry’s huge network of friends.
Omar Villarreal

Omar Villarreal - July 10, 2020 at 11:34 PM

“

It's still a "hard pill to swallow" that Perry's infectious smile will not be gracing our
presence any longer! Our St. Pius X community will definitely miss Perry. The
kingdom of God has gained another of its faith servants back. We will miss you
tremendously, Perry! I send my love and prayers to his Mom and daughter and to his
whole family and friends! Rest in Peace, brother!

Chris Martinez - July 07, 2020 at 10:35 AM

“

The only brother I ever had. I will love and miss you always.

Carol Taylor Hernandez - July 01, 2020 at 02:56 AM

“

Solid White Standing Heart With Red Rose Break was purchased for the family of
Perry Gonzalez.

June 29, 2020 at 02:48 AM

“

Johnny, Ruby and the Ray family purchased the Peace, Prayers, & BlessingsLavender and White for the family of Perry Gonzalez.

Johnny, Ruby and the Ray family - June 26, 2020 at 02:39 PM

