Soyla R. Gonzalez
August 27, 1945 - May 29, 2019

Weslaco- Soyla R. Gonzalez, 73, was unexpectedly called to her eternal resting place with
her Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, on Wednesday, May 29th, 2019. A Weslaco native,
Soyla was born on August 27th, 1945 to Ezequiel Reyna Sr. and Angelita Cerda Reyna.
She graduated from Weslaco highschool where she excelled in academics, basketball and
was a cheerleader. Soyla was a star basketball player and represented Weslaco when
she made the All-Star team for the State of Texas in 1963. After high school, Soyla
attended Texas Woman's University in Denton. In 1965, Soyla earned her insurance
license and began her lifelong career. In 1985, after raising three children, Gilbert,
Andrew, and Roxanne, Soyla opened Gonzalez Insurance Agency in Weslaco. Soyla's
work ethic, dedication to her community, the strength of her character, family values, and
natural charisma was a recipe for success. Soyla became an expert in her field, helping
thousands of families by providing reliable, cost-effective ways to provide insurance for
their families. Her expertise included auto, business, property, and life insurance. Soyla
undoubtedly built a successful business, but her service to the community and love of
Weslaco was bar none. Often you would hear Soyla say, "I Love Weslaco," and that was
an understatement. Soyla gave selflessly to this community for her entire life. She served
on numerous committees and boards throughout her life, including the Weslaco Museum,
Crime Stoppers, Weslaco Chamber's Red Coat Ambassador's, Quarterback Club, Board
of Adjustments and Appeals, Parks and Recreation Advisory Board, Weslaco City
Commission, Harvest Night Steering Committee, and Knapp Medical Center Foundation's
Board of Directors for over ten years, to name a few. Soyla has been instrumental in
providing outstanding contributions of ideas towards the progress of Weslaco. In 2003,
Soyla was chosen as Weslaco Area Chamber's Volunteer of the Year. Then, in 2014,
Soyla was inducted into the Rio Grande Valley's Walk of Fame, a prestigious award given
to only a select few who have been lifelong civic contributors. Soyla had lots of friends in
the community. Most of us will remember her charisma and natural ability to light up a
room with laughter and smiles. She had an uncanny ability to make you feel as though
you were the only person in her presence. Her focus, attention, and genuine concern for
others was a unique trait that made Soyla so well-known and fun to be around. She had a
knack for remembering names and never forgot a face. The family was essential to Soyla.

She and her brothers and sisters always remained very close. She loved her three
children but adored her grandchildren. Above all else, Soyla's faith in Christ and the
Catholic church were still at the forefront of her daily routine. She was very spiritual.
Throughout her accomplishments and those of her children, Soyla gave all of the glory to
God. She spoke of her faith publicly and was the first to place you or anyone in need on
her prayer list. Soyla is preceded in death by her parents, Ezequiel and Angelita Reyna
and sister, Emma Reyna Fuentes. She is survived by her children, Gilbert "Bert" Gonzalez
Jr. and his wife Noelda, Andrew Gonzalez and his wife Maria, and Roxanne Gonzalez, all
of Weslaco, brothers, Ezequiel Reyna Jr. and his wife, Livia, Daniel Reyna and his wife
Thelma, sisters, San Juanita Campos and her husband Roberto, Antonia Reyna Fuentes
and her husband Joe, Maria Elena Reyna, Cynthia Reyna Valencia and her husband
Ernesto, all of Weslaco, grandchildren, Jocelyn Renee Gomez, Cody Rodriguez, Ryan
Andrew Gonzalez, Noah Daniel Gonzalez, Jason Matthew Gonzalez, Gabrielle Grace
Gonzalez, Lorraine Rodriguez, Vanessa Rodriguez, and Rianna Gonzalez, greatgrandchild, Leah Loren Esquivel, numerous nephews and nieces who fondly referred to
her as "Favorite Aunt Soyla". Visitation will be held on Thursday, May 30th, 1-9pm, with a
rosary at 7 pm. Visitation will continue Friday, May 31st, from 9am-1: 30 pm at McCaleb
Funeral Home Chapel. Mass will be celebrated by Father Francisco Solis on Friday, May
31st, 2 pm, at St. Joan Catholic Church in Weslaco. Burial will follow at Highland Memorial
Park. Serving as pallbearers will be David Fuentes, Dominic Reyna, Ezequiel Reyna III,
Justin Campos, John Valencia, Ryan Gonzalez, Cody Rodriguez, Noah Daniel Gonzalez,
and Jose Rolando Fuentes. Contributions can be made to the Aurora House of Weslaco,
a charity very dear to Solya.

Comments

“

An external video has been added.

McCaleb Funeral Home & Sacred Park Cemetery - September 23 at 02:18 PM

“

Thank you, Soyla, for your beautiful friendship, your kind and uplifting words. I will
miss you until we meet again. You told me to \"Be still and know that I am God.\" I will
be still. Augustine Casares

Augustine Casares - June 03, 2019 at 01:39 PM

“

What a saddening jolt we all received with the news of Soyla's passing. We would
like to extend our most sincere condolences to her family for their loss.\nSoyla was a
precious soul that welcomed everyone to her circle of friends and will be so missed
by so many of us. \nSincerely,\nBruce and Sylvia( Garza) Banks - Weslaco class of
'63\n\n

Sylvia Garza Banks - June 02, 2019 at 06:02 PM

“

I extend my deepest sympathy to Soyla\u2019s family and friends. She was a lovely
person and a vibrant part of Weslaco. She was an awesome basketball player. I
wouldn\u2019t be surprised to find that she, my mom, and Jeanne have a great
heavenly basketball team already winning!\nJudy Heald

Judy Heald - June 02, 2019 at 05:50 PM

“

My deepest condolences to your family,which you spoke of with so much love. R.I.P.
my dear friend, I WILL MISS YOU hearing your voice \" Where's my darling\" as soon
as I walked I in , and always with a sincere caring hug, so UNIQUE.,. So many things
about you i'd loved to share but being lost for words affects me.. . I WILL MISS YOU.
,R.I.P my FRIEND.

Elena Santoyo - May 31, 2019 at 09:57 PM

“

My condolences to the family. I was out of town during this time. I can't put into words
how nice it was to have met Soyla over the past year or so. While we were not close
acquaintances, I would see her two or three times a week in the chapel of St Pius
Church. Each time that she would see me, no matter where she was sitting, she
made sure to go towards me and give me a hug before she left. I have never seen
anyone so happy to see others, to the point of giving hugs to someone she did not
know very well. They were not ordinary hugs. They were sincere, appreciative hugs. I
will miss them. But I know the Lord is blessing her for her faithfulness and for her
loving attitude towards others. I know that she had a written prayer list with names, to
pray for other people daily . Eternal rest Grant unto her, oh Lord.

Rebecca Gonzalez - May 31, 2019 at 08:49 PM

“

Well, Soyla, you don't have to imagine anymore of what it is like in heaven. We are
sure you bowed\nand danced for Jesus and sang hallelujahs. Rest in peace in your
new life and may God comfort\nyour family. Remember your class of 1963, love
always, Jay and Ninfa Torres

Julian(Jay) and Ninfa Torres - May 31, 2019 at 03:59 PM

“

Condolences to the Reyna\/ Gonzalez family. Soyla was a beautiful lady inside and
out. She will be dearly miss. Felipe Pena, class of 1963 and Frances Pena.

Felipe and Frances Pena - May 31, 2019 at 09:48 AM

“

Lovely lady going to miss you may you RIP from Roberto and Vilma Rodriguez R&R
Plumbing Weslaco,Texas

Vilma Rodriguez - May 31, 2019 at 08:43 AM

“

For my brothers from another Mother, I am so sorry for your loss. I just saw it today. I
am sorry for not being there for you and your family in this time of need. I pray for
your strength and I will pray everyday for your family. I will always be here for you.
God Bless and Love you very much, Damon Gracia

Damon Gracia - May 31, 2019 at 08:30 AM

“

My memory of you was you welcomed us into your home most graciously when we
come to visit family annually in Weslaco. You were always made us feel welcomed
with your big heart. God blessFrom the Garcia Family San Antonio, Tx

Cynthia Garcia-Fletcher - May 31, 2019 at 08:13 AM

“

Soyla was one of the most vibrant, energetic and caring classmates of all. I am
certain God prepared a special place for her. She will be missed by everyone who
truly knew her. She will be missed but, the her memories will prevail. \nLarry Goolsby

Larry Goolsby - May 30, 2019 at 07:23 PM

“

Dear Soyla. RIP my dear friend through all the years we knew each other. From
WHS through community projects. Always a pleasure to work with such a fine and
gracious LADY. May God Bless you and your
family..\ud83d\ude4f\ud83c\udffb\ud83d\ude4f\ud83c\udffb\ud83d\ude4f\ud83c\udffb

Becky & Roger Van Burkleo - May 30, 2019 at 03:18 PM

“

My heart is sad, thank you Soyla you were truly an amazing Lady, always caring for
us all. Never forgetting to hug or greet us with your smile. Asking how we were. My
thoughts of you I'll never forget 'DARLING' how are you. God grant you eternal rest
and may his perpetual light shine on you always \ud83d\ude4f kiss MEMO for me
\u2764\ufe0f my most sincere condolences to all the Family and my prayer's of
strength and peace to all, God bless \ud83d\ude4f Irma Rico Martinez and family
\u2764\ufe0f

Irma Rico Martinez - May 30, 2019 at 02:46 PM

“

Please accept my sincere condolences to the family. I am so sorry to hear of the
passing of Soyla. The Bible assures us at Psalms 34:18 that God is near to those
broken in heart. My thoughts and prayers are with you all. May your many memories
help you find peace and comfort as you go through the coming days.

Naomi - May 30, 2019 at 01:04 PM

“

On behalf of the Mejia family we send our entire condolences to the Gonzalez &
Reyna families. May Commissioner Soyla Gonzalez always rest in eternal
peace\ud83d\ude4f& may her golden smile always grqce us\ud83d\ude0aWe Love
you Commish\u2764

Edward Mejia - May 30, 2019 at 10:52 AM

“

Soyla was such a sweet person. She will be so missed on this earth. God bless her
family, friends and all those she touched. Prayers for comfort and strength. She lives
on in each of you, her family.

Phyllis Madden Russell - May 30, 2019 at 09:50 AM

“

Our condolences to all of Soyla\u2019s family and loved ones. She will be missed. I
have always thought of her as a very nice and classy lady. Weslaco lost another
Icon.

FELIZA Taylor - May 30, 2019 at 09:37 AM

“

Berta Lopez\nMy Condolences to the Gonzalez, Reyna and Fuentes family may she
rest in Peace. She will be miss

Berta Lopez - May 30, 2019 at 08:39 AM

“

A huge part of our WHS experience, Soyla was a class leader and terrific basketball
player, whose laughter and positive attitude could light up a room. She loved God
and loved others \nI will miss her.

Jim Vittetoe - May 29, 2019 at 11:23 PM

“

Thoughts and prayers to the family of Soyla Gonzalez. She truly loved and cared
about the people in Weslaco.

Roman Nieto - May 29, 2019 at 09:21 PM

“

Soyla was such a sweet friend. Jerry and I loved her visits when she stayed with us
for each Hill Country reunion. We will truly miss her.

Darlene Leyden Lott - May 29, 2019 at 08:34 PM

“

A special lady and a good friend, she was a great athlete and at the center of things.
God speed

John McMullen - May 29, 2019 at 07:12 PM

“

I am so very sorry to hear this. She was the NICEST lady!!!! So happy and full of life.
Rest In Peace, Soyla

Dawn Roe - May 29, 2019 at 06:43 PM

“

I am so sorry for your loss. Soyla was an amazing woman with a spirited heart Every
time I saw her she greet me with a warm smile\ud83d\ude01and a \"Stong\"
hug...could feel her LOVE!\ud83d\udc96 She will truly be
missed!\ud83d\ude14\ud83d\ude22 May she rest in God's Kingdom. May the LORD
embrace you with His LOVING arms and Bless you with peace , Strength and
Love.\ud83d\ude47\u200d\u2640\ufe0f You all are in my thoughts and
prayers.\ud83d\ude47\u200d\u2640\ufe0f\ud83d\udc96 Love, Jeannie
Silva\ud83d\udc96

Jeannie Silva - May 29, 2019 at 06:23 PM

“

My condolences to Soyla's family. She will be missed.

Gloria Silva - May 29, 2019 at 05:50 PM

“

My thoughts and prayers are with the family. May she rest in eternal peace. \n\nMario
Cano

Mario Cano Pct.1 - May 29, 2019 at 04:51 PM

“

My thoughts and prayers are with the family during this time of loss. Soyla was a
friend and classmate who will be missed!

Richard Norton - May 29, 2019 at 04:46 PM

