Thomas Michael Blessington, Jr.
August 28, 1946 - February 7, 2020

Weslaco- Thomas Michael Blessington, Jr. “Tom,” 73, passed peacefully on Friday,
February 7, 2020. He was born to Thomas Michael Blessington Sr. and Anna M McHugh
Blessington on August 28, 1946, in Boston, Massachusetts.
Tom grew up in Weymouth, Mass, with his older sister, Janice. As a teenager, Tom was
active in hockey and played in a local league. He also began showing an interest in
horticulture as a young child and had a natural green thumb and love of nature. Tom
attended Norfolk County Agriculture School, where he graduated from high school. He
then attended The State University of New York at Cobleskill, where he met Terry Zimmer.
Tom and Terry were married in 1969 and moved to Maryland so Tom could continue his
education. He worked as the Horticulture greenhouse manager at the University of
Maryland College of Agriculture, while he earned his Bachelor’s, Masters, and Ph.D.
Tom and Terry moved where Tom’s career led. He was a professor, researcher and
administrator at the University of Maryland, University of Nevada, and Mississippi State
University. At one point in his career, he was the youngest Academic Department Head in
his field. He authored numerous professional publications and books
In 1986, Tom was recruited to Weslaco as the Director of the Texas A&M Experiment
Station. He also spent time at Texas A&M College Station, and finally retired from the
University of Maryland in 2011, where he had been commuting from Weslaco.
As a youth, he also enjoyed water skiing, ice-skating, boating, and his cars. Professionally,
Tom admired, enjoyed and worked well with numerous undergraduate and graduate
students. He also loved to laugh and enjoyed spending time with his family. Tom’s favorite
hobby never wavered, he always loved working with plants.
Tom is preceded in death by his parents, Thomas Sr. and Anna Blessington and sister,
Janice Carlson.

He is survived by his wife of fifty years, Terry, daughters, Trisha Haley (Christopher) of
Lafayette, La. and Tyann Blessington of Washington, D.C., grandchildren, Emma Kate,
Curtis, and Benjamin Haley, sisters Gail VerColen (Jim), Mary Jo Weckesser (Thomas),
and Karen Heagney (Brian), and numerous nephews and nieces.
The family would like to offer their sincere appreciation for the love and compassionate
care given to Tom at Mid Valley Nursing and Rehab in Mercedes. The family would like to
thank Trey Johnson for his caring friendship to Tom and Terry.
Father Francisco Solis will celebrate a memorial mass at St. Joan of Arc Catholic Church
in Weslaco on Monday, February 10, 2020, at 2:00 p.m.

Comments

“

An external video has been added.

McCaleb Funeral Home & Sacred Park Cemetery - February 08, 2020 at 05:17 PM

“

My condolences to the Blessington Family . Mr. Blessington was a very pleasant man
and his wife was always very nice.

Former Therapist - February 09, 2020 at 11:25 PM

“

Our sincere sympathy to the Blessington family.
Our daughter, Terese is a good friend of Tyann, they attended the Science Academy
together.
May God grant comfort and peace.
Debbie and Kenneth Eilers

Debbie Eilers - February 09, 2020 at 04:49 PM

“

Tom will always be "Uncle Tommy" to me. I have very fond memories of visiting Tom
and Terry in Maryland when I was a small child. Throughout the years until her
passing, my grandmother always kept us updated on the happenings of all of you.
She was so proud of Tricia and Tyann and of course of all Tom's accomplishments!
My mother loved all of you! The many cards and gifts she sent to Tricia's children
were her way of letting you know she was thinking of you all. I am so thankful that my
mother and Tom were able to reconnect. I hope you take peace in that Tom is not
alone in his journey to heaven, as Janice is there embracing him. They had many
happy years together as children and they can now catch up on the years lost. Kevin,
Nicholas, Thomas and myself are holding you dear in our thoughts and prayers.

Tara Blake - February 09, 2020 at 12:15 PM

“

Tom and Terry have been my close friends for 50 years, Tom and me having shared
many life issues and discussions over those years, including frequent conversations
during the last few years while he was fighting the illness that eventually took his life.
I will miss him greatly and wish that he may rest in peace with his God. I send my
deepest sympathies to Terry and the extended Blessington family. Frank Flora

Frank Flora - February 08, 2020 at 08:12 PM

“

Frank Flora lit a candle in memory of Thomas Michael Blessington, Jr.

Frank Flora - February 08, 2020 at 02:57 PM

