Ruth Sims Armstrong
August 17, 1930 - August 7, 2018

Weslaco-Ruth Sims Armstrong, 87, passed away on Tuesday, August 7th, 2018. She was
born on August 17th, 1930 to Everett Pardon Bowen and Emma Nellie Rowley in
Silverton, Ohio. Ruth grew up in Dayton, Ohio with two brothers and two sisters. She met
her future husband, Chester E. Sims, and they were married as soon as he returned from
the war. Ruth and Chester had four sons together. They split the early years between Ohio
and Texas eventually settling in Donna, Texas. Chester owned a pest control business and
Ruth went to work for Knapp Medical Center for over 20 years. She was named the 1969
Employee of the Year and kept the plaque as one of her personal treasures. She sadly
lost Chester in 1981 to cancer. Ruth continued to thrive and care for her grown children
and grandchildren. After retiring from the hospital Ruth's life started another chapter upon
marrying John Lewis Armstrong. They both shared an interest in travel which included a
trip to Alaska. When at home Ruth continued in the community by volunteering at Knapp
Hospital and the First Baptist Church of Donna. Unfortunately, after sharing life and family
ties for several years Lewis passed away and Ruth continued in life as an independent
woman. Ruth will be remembered as a cherished member of the First Baptist Church in
Donna where she played the organ. In her seventies, she took over the position of church
secretary for several years. She was always the first to volunteer and devoted countless
hours to helping others. Ruth was a great cook and shared her home cooking at the
church potluck meals. Ruth took great pride in her boys and their families. She was a
devoted Mom and loved family gatherings both in Texas and Indiana. She lived a full life;
even in the later years whilst struggling to not let chronic pain curtail her involvement in
daily life. Ruth will be missed by family and friends but her blessings are left with us. Ruth
is preceded in death by her parents, her first husband, and father of her children, Chester
E. Sims, second husband, John Lewis Armstrong, brother, Everette Lee Bowen and her
sister Margie Hudson. She is survived by her sons, Kenneth Lee Sims (Elizabeth) of
Blanco, TX, Rodney Sims (Susan) of Weslaco, TX, Thomas Glenn Sims (JoNette) of
Weslaco, TX, and Edward Chester Sims of Balch Springs, TX, sister, Evelyn Dorsey of
Indiana, brother, Paul Bowen of Massachusetts, grandchildren, John Jason Sims
(Cristina), Bonnie Lee Brushwood (Brian), Jessica Gail Sims, and Jessica Roe Bammel
(Aaron), great-grandchildren, Penelope, Josephine and Calliope Brushwood. Visitation will

be held on Friday, August 10th, from 4-7pm, at McCaleb Funeral Home, with a chapel
service at 6 pm. A private graveside burial will follow on Saturday.

Comments

“

Our Condolences to the family \" I will cherish the memories of you so happy when I
did your nails here at the nursing home rest in peace Ruth

Nora Cano - August 19, 2018 at 03:41 PM

“

My condolences to the the Sims\u2019s family. My you remember the precious
memories your mom left behind.

Lucille \u201cLucy\u201d Gonzales-Ybarra - August 12, 2018 at 04:46 PM

“

Condolences from the Forgy family to Ruth's family. We grew up with the Sims' boys.
Ruth was a kind and caring lady. She will be missed. Our thoughts and prayers are
with you all at this time.\nTom Forgy

Tom Forgy - August 11, 2018 at 08:43 AM

“

Aunt Ruthie came up to visit us in Illinois and Indiana for a week every year for as
long as I can remember, my whole life as far as I know. I have so many fond
memories of those weeks together, we went to lots of \u201ctouristy\u201d places
when we were younger, and had so many great visits as we got older. Ruthie never
said a cross word about anyone. She was love personified!! I wish I could afford to fly
down for the services, but please know you\u2019ll be in my heart and on my
mind!!\n\nCarrie (Ruthie\u2019s sister Evelyn\u2019s oldest daughter)

Carrie Sukova - August 08, 2018 at 10:27 PM

